COLMWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Colmworth Parish Council held on
Thursday 05" November 2020 at 7.00pm.

As permitted by the Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Police and Crime Panel
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 No0.392 the meeting was conducted online.

Present: Councillor Pegler (Chair), Councillor Frew, Councillor Palmer, Councillor Brightman,
Councillor Knight

Apologies: Councillor Ball,

Clerk: Anne Papé

2020/069. Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Ball

2020/070. Declarations of interest

2020/071. Approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 03" September 2020
The minutes were accepted and approved.

2020/072. Public Open Forum.

Standing Orders will be suspended for a period of approximately 15 minutes so that members of the
public may discuss any items on the agenda or request items to be included in the agenda for the next
meeting.

2020/073. Planning.

Discuss the Call for Sites and agree actions

The Borough Council had “Called for Sites” to meet their required housing target imposed by the
government. Graham Palmer gave an overview of the potential impact of the Denybrook Garden Village
site and its proposed 10,200 plus dwellings to be built along with amenities, if selected this particular
site would impact Colmworth parish greatly and this was discussed in detail e.g. it will be two thirds the
size of St Neots. Councillors had been on two calls with the Mayor to express their concerns and the
Parish Council now had a direct line into the Planning Department. Colmworth Parish Council
councillors were also in contact with Wyboston and Staple & Duloe Parish Councils to gain their view
on the subject.

There was also concerns raised that the residents of Colmworth Parish had not engaged in any
discussion with the Parish Council post the publication on the ColmworthT advising of the “Call for
Sites”, including several sites within the Colmworth Parish as well as the Denybrook Garden Village
proposal. It was discussed about producing a leaflet informing residents of the “Call for Sites” including
Denybrook Garden Village and delivering a copy to every home within the parish.

Proposed — Councillor Knight, Second — Councillor Brightman. Agreed by all
Action — Councillor Pegler and Councillor Palmer. To produce the content of the leaflet.
Councillor Stephen Moon was very informative of the selection process and that the consultation period

post selection of sites would be May/June 2021, ratification of the call for sites would be in December,
2022.
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Discuss Ward Councillor Declaration of Interests and concerns around representation regarding
the Call for Sites.

The Parish Council agreed to arrange a meeting with Borough Councillors Moon, Towler and Martin-
Moran-Bryant and representatives from Staploe/Duloe and Wyboston/Colesden/Chawston Parish
Councils. Councillor Moon would contact Richard Fuller MP to request his attendance at the meeting.

The Parish Council agreed that the Chair would contact Councillor Wootton to discuss the matter of
effective representation and that the Chair would produce a letter on behalf of Colmworth Parish Council
to send to Councillor Wootton. The letter would ask Councillor Wootton to consider his position and his
ability to represent the Ward. This letter would be shared with other affected Parish Councils

Proposed — Councillor Pegler, Seconded — Councillor Frew. Agreed by all

Action — Clerk to arrange meeting for the week of the 23/11/2020.

Review Planning Application Policy
The policy was circulated prior to the meeting. The Parish Council agreed to accept the policy.

Proposed — Councillor Palmer — Seconded — Councillor Brightman

2020/074. Defibrillator

Agree undertaking of defibrillator checks

Councillor Brightman volunteered to take over the defibrillator checks. Mr Dewy would be asked if he
could continue the checks until end of lock down. The Clerk could then show Councillor Brightman how
to undertake the checks.

Action — Clerk to contact Mr Dewey

2020/075. Country Park, Playing Field, Gardening Club and Triangle

General update on the Country Park, Gardening Club and the Triangle
A report on the Country Park was supplied by Councillor Frew. See Appendix 1.

Triangle volunteers would be looking to carry out further maintenance, this would be in line with Covid-
19 guidelines

Councillor Frew commented on the planting carried out by Councillor Knight in the planter by the
Triangle.

Update on Asset Register by Councillor Brightman
Councillor Brightman had not completed the inspection of assets as yet.

Action - Clerk to send asset register to Councillor Brightman

Discuss future maintenance of the Country Park

A discussion was held around the use of the Country Park and if a stated use had ever been formally
agreed. The Title Deeds stated that the land was transferred for the ‘recreation’ of the village. It was
agreed that records would be reviewed to see there were any details as to what the Country Park
must/would be used for. The Country Park was purchased in 2008 and officially opened in 2010. The
information collected would help to make decisions around the introduction of bye-laws.
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The importance of all decisions regarding the Country Park being brought to and discussed and agreed
by the Parish Council was discussed and agreed. This would ensure that a full public record was made
of all decisions made regarding the Country Park.

Action - Clerks to collect details regarding original agreements for the Country Park and past decisions
made around the use/management of the Country Park

Councillor Knight asked if a formal proposal could be put forward for the proposed hedge line. A plan
of the Country Park with the hedge line indicated and details as to the mix of hedgerow plants. This
would allow Councillors to make an informed decision. Councillor Frew could provide a map and further
details for approval. The proposed hedge line was to provide a wildlife corridor. The Council agreed
to apply to the Woodland Trust for tree whips in the meantime.

Councillor Knight raised concerns around personal safety/vulnerability for lone visitors to the Country
Park where hedge corridors are forming now and in the future and these need to be considered when
more hedges are planted in the future.

Councillors Knight, Frew and Palmer had met with Kevin Morgan-Pell regarding the management of the
Country Park. Kevin Morgan-Pell advised that one meadow cut a year was sufficient. The proposed
picnic areas would need to be cut on a monthly basis during the cutting season. A discussion had been
held around the thistles and ox-tongue present in the Country Park. It was possible that treatment
would be required to treat these in the ‘picnic areas’. It was felt that there was some very significant
encroachment of thistles and that this may need to be dealt with in the future. It was possible that there
are Great Crested Newts (GCN) in the pond. It was agreed to carry out a test to prove the presence of
GCN in the pond. The cost would be approximately £170.

Action — Clerk to ask Kevin Morgan-Pell when would be the best time of year for the meadow cut and
would co-ordinate this.

The Chair left the meeting

Discuss quotations for Country Park noticeboard

Councillor Knight was looking into quotations for an information board/ notice board for the Country
Park. A map could be built out using images of the Country Park. This would be discussed further
once the use of the Country Park had been agreed

The Chair re-joined the meeting

Discuss and agree frequency and recording of playing field inspections

There had been difficulties with the use of the new inspection form. Martin Phillips was looking to
change to recording the inspections on a spreadsheet.

The Parish Council agreed to inspections on a 4 weekly basis for the playing field and the Country Park.
The Parish Council insurer had agreed that this was acceptable

Action — Clerk to contact Martin Phillips to ask if assistance was required with producing a spreadsheet.

2020/076. Ward Report

Receive Borough Clir. Tom Wootton’s report
The report was received and noted. See Appendix 2

2020/077. Highways, East-West Rail and Rights of Way
This item was discussed prior to the review of the Planning Application Policy under 2020/073

Update on East-West Rail
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The actual route would be announced in early 2021. The Mayor has stated that he will do all he can do
to assist the affected villages and houses.

Update on installation of Average Speed Cameras
Installation would commence the week commencing the 09/11/2020. UK Power Network would then
attend to connect.

Discuss any Highways matters
The Parish Council discussed the proposed change to the stack location for Luton Airport. The route
would go directly over Colmworth. .

The meeting was closed to allow a resident to address the Parish Council with their concerns regarding
the impact that this could have on Colmworth. The resident would send additional information that they
had collected to the Parish Council. The resident was aware that a neighbour had written to Richard
Fuller MP but they had not received a response as yet. The resident attending also recommended
contacting Johnathan Djanogly MP.

Councillor Moon would connect with Richard Fuller MP. The resident would forward correspondence
to the Parish Council in order for it to be sent onto Councillor Moon.

Meeting reopened.

Actions — Clerk to send information regarding the consultation to the villages in the Wyboston Ward
and in the Great Barford Ward.

Actions - Clerk to forward Councillor Moon contact details to Councillor Knight.

The Chair had contacted Andrew Prigmore at the Borough Council regarding the HGV signs. Another
traffic survey was to be undertaken after lockdown, once traffic levels had normalised.

It was agreed to write to properties where vehicles were parking on and therefore, obstructing the
footway. Letters would also be sent to properties with ‘rubbish’ left on the edge of the highway; this
could impact on the installation of the average speed cameras. It was agreed that the draft letter be
sent to Councillor Knight for review before sending to residents.

Action — Clerk to draft letter to relevant properties

Discuss any Rights of Way matters
Councillor Pegler and Councillor Brightman would walk the Rights of Way to make an inventory of
damaged signs.

Clir Stephen Moon left the meeting 20.10

2020/078. Finance

Review receipts and authorise payments
Reviewed and agreed. See Appendix 3.

Receive the bank reconciliation
Received and accepted. See Appendix 4.

Discuss and agree budget and precept for 2020/2021

The initial draft budget was circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Councillor Palmer talked
through the budget. The proposals to date would result in an increase in the precept of 4.2%. This
would be equivalent to an increase of approximately £3.34 on a band D property. Councillor Palmer
and the RFO would continue to work on the budget and would work to estimate what would be left in
reserves at the end of the financial year.
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2020/79. Covid-19 lockdown

Agree required actions due to the Covid-19 lockdown

The Church had asked if the Act of Remembrance could be carried out by the Silent Soldier in the
Country Park. The Parish Council had concerns around the event in light of the current restrictions.
The Vicar would be asked to supply a Covid-19 risk assessment for the proposed event. The
Councillors could then make an informed decisions. Contact details for those attending would need to
be collected by the organisers for Test and Trace. A number of parishes had cancelled their
remembrance events.

The Chair had purchased a wreath to lay on behalf of the Parish Council. This would be laid either
during the Act of Remembrance or independently.

Action — Clerk to write to the Vicar requesting a Covid-19 risk assessment with Chair to be copied in.

Another issue of the Colmworth Chronicle was to be issued in the near future. Councillors agreed to
produce the following articles:

Year in the life of CPC: content Councillor Peglar and Councillor Knight to support if needed
ASC'’s and Air corridor: content Councillor Knight and Anne Pape to support if needed

Call for sites: Councillor Palmer

Police: Councillor Brightman

ROW article asking for assistance to identify missing finger posts: Councillor Peglar and
Councillor Brightman

6. Country Park and Triangle: Councillor Frew

agrwNE

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 07" January 2021
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Appendix 1 - Country Park report

Country Park Feport for Colmworth Parish councll mesting on 7th Movember 2020

Maadows and Paths
Vaolurtesrs have cut back ovenanging follage and used bark fnom the churchyand 1o cover
e path leading to and from the pond bridge %o add traclion bo the surfacs..

Odonata suréay

Alan Matson a recorder for the British Dragandy Sockaty has sharsd 3 report of his Sndings
subsaquent to his suréey In the park last Summer

Cvagonfles recorded:Emperor, Brown Hawker, Black t&lled Skimmer, Southern Hawker
Damsaiilies: Emarald, Azure, Common Blue, Blue Talled and Ruddy Darier

‘Woodlands Hedgerows

Fizports are that several visitors have harvested Apples and Shoes.

The Woadland Trust Is offering free trees for schools and communities; appllcations are
being acoapted now Tor delvery In March 2021. A hedge pack of 30 wouid maet our
requirements to extend the wikdife comidor on the Southem Boundary of the main park, but
nissts 40 e ondered via e woodland nist webste asap, 50 we don't miss out 3gain

[Cur previous appliicafon 3 few years ago for hetging for the Sowthem boundary of the main
park bo extend the wildiife comdor could nat e met 35 demand outsinpped supply)

Pond

The water level |s rising at Last!

Further i the Report of Sept 2020 regarding presence of GCH In the pand.

| can confim volwmiesrs have not camled out annual maintenance of e pond, hopstul this
will be carmied out In I3 Movemnber.

Far the racord:

In springtime one of our reguiar wisitors from Boinburs? clalmed, for the sacond year In 3 row
to have seen adult GCH In the CP pand, the slzes of the news he described were those of 8
GCM 35 oppoeed to a common newt which ks significanty smaller.

{in 2019 Park volurtesars anly saw what they thowugitt were Commaon Mewts; photos taken in
2019 by voluieers and shared with Michelle Robertson an Ecologist spacialsing In Newls
confimed our igentication of the newls observed by vollmteers 35 COMMON newis.)

In &arly Summer 2020, MemMbers of the Ertish Dragonfly Sodety (Alan Melson employed as
Senlor Technician at Environmental Analytkal Facllty based at Cranfek] Universiy) were
surveying Odonata in the park, when thay saw what they thought wers GCM &fis In the pond

they shared photos taken with 3 view to getting an expert opinlan. Subsaquanty Alan Melson
advised the agreed opinion from 2 of Nis S0UTCEs was at they were GCN s,

The photos were shared with Gregory Balcher at WikIFe Trust requesting advics, he
fonwarded our reques? io his colleague Laura Osbome who |5 3 specialist in pond
management, who duly provided advice regarding the protecied nabure of GCN and how to
avold disturbing them. Mafther Greq nor Laura made any comment suggesting the phiotos
sent were not GCM efis.
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The photos were alsa shared with the acolog'st Michalle Rooertson, who had viewad phoios
takan In 2013 and confirmed our idendfication. Her response this me was the photos tiken
In 2020 showed an eff with tail lament and spots charactenstc of 3 GCN Le. a positve
confimation.

It wias too Iate In the season to consider an eDNA test, the closing dabe belng 30th June.

sDMA sampling or & survey by a licenasd person would give Incontrovartitls
avidance of tha présence of GCH. DN testing would cost In the reglon of £230-250
slgnificanily lasa than the cost of a botils trap survey which could cnly be carmsd out
by an scologlet with 2 GCH licenes. sDMA may be halpful In ameliorating any
machinatiens arlsing on s0clal medla from those who ars reluctant fo adhere to
Iegl=lation covering profectsd specias.

A MUMiDer of companies provide fest kits, pricas do vary slighily, the bulk of he cost Is for the
analysis of the sampies. The optimum tme for tesiing should be May of next year

In the meantime, on Me basls of the expart opinkons received, park voNb2ers have
proceated on the basts that GOM ars pesent and breeding, 35 5Uch the logpile by the pand
bridge has bean converted Into 3 Hibemaculum and voiunteans have rfrained fom
disturbing e pond.

vigitors nesd to be advissd of tha presence of GCN as they ans a protectsd specias.

Benches and Sruchures
The hide has peen powear washed and reated with a soivent based preservalve, this shouid

provide langar L3sting protection than the water based salvant used to date on an annual
basis.

All i &, despite the tials of 2020, the park s Miving and has povised a peaceful Tefugs for
Wiitars rom far and wide.
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Appendix 2 — Ward Councillor update October 2020

Motion to save Great Denham Golf Course and keep ‘urban gap’

A motion proposed by ClIr Jim Weir (Kempston Rural Ward) was accepted at Full Council on
Wednesday 14 October which stated that the Council must uphold rulings that the Golf Course
acts as an urban gap and that any development in the area must be made in connection with
a golf course.

Maternity Services in Bedford

A motion proposed by Cllr Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant (Great Barford Ward) was passed at
Full Council on 14 October, asked the Mayor to write to the chief Executive of Bedford Hospital
to ask them to increase the number of appointments a birth partner could attend during
pregnancy. Though the Hosptial have not come in line with national guidelines they have
allowed partners at 11-14 wk as well as 20wk scans. They are also allowed to attend the
delivery suite further than just the established labour. Whilst this is a good change we are
hoping the Mayor’s letter can help bring them in line with national guidelines.

Veolia Awarded Waste Contracts for Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire Councils

Veolia have been given the Bedford Borough Council waste contracts which means the Covanta
incinerator site in Stewartby will begin taking in waste from both Bedford Borough Council and
Central Bedfordshire too. We will continue to look for ways to mitigate the effect of this
decision on those living in the vicinity of the Covanta plant and who are most likely to be
concerned by the invisible particulate matter that the facility will emit. We continue to believe
the Mayor and Borough Council should be looking for ways to destroy the business case for
Covanta rather than using it to burn Borough waste and that of our neighbouring Council.

Response to planning white paper
The Conservative Group have submitted a response to the consultation “planning for the
future”. In our letter the main points were:
e Unhappy at proposals to give local democracy less say, feel that this is vitally important
to planning process
e Support the use of the neighbourhood plan as we believe the time put in by local
residents led to plans that are beneficial to local communities.
e Also agree with BBC submission that there needs to be a solid plan regarding affordable
housing

If you would like more information please contact the Conservative Researcher, Stephen
Vallance: Stephen.vallance@bedford.gov.uk

Boundary commission

As | am sure you will be aware the boundary commission has made its proposals and we now
have until 7 December to comment on them. In general there are a lot of improvements we
feel need to be made and you can find out more the consultation here:
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/eastern/bedfordshire/bedford

It is worth remembering you need to follow 3 key factors for proposing new wards, there are
as follows:
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1. New wards should leave each councillor representing roughly the same number of voters as
other councillors elsewhere in the authority.

2. New wards should — as far as possible — reflect community interests and identities, and
boundaries should be identifiable. Consider transport links, community groups and facilities,
natural or physical boundaries, parishes and shared interests.

3. New wards should promote effective and convenient local government. Consider the
number of councillors for, the geographic size of, and the links between parts of the ward
Please do submit a response at: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-
say/20441?bbox=474108.5,235922,537332.5,275234

Marking Remembrance and Armistice Days In 2020

Due to the ongoing coronavirus outbreak, and the importance of slowing the spread and
keeping our communities safe, Remembrance and Armistice Days will be marked very
differently in Bedford this year.

Remembrance Sunday falls on Sunday 8th November. Normally this would see crowds of
people join an event on Bedford’s Embankment, but this year, organisers at the Bedford Branch
of the Royal British Legion are asking people to stay away to avoid the spread of COVID-19.

A socially distanced service for members of the Royal British Legion and local representatives
will take place and the Royal British Legion and Bedford Borough Council are looking at plans
for this to be broadcast online.

Given the recent further COVID restrictions there may be further updates in the near future.

Lane Closure into Bedford Starts on Monday 19 October

Cadent Gas are carrying out essential works to divert gas services that will see a lane closure
from the A6 Paula Radcliffe Way roundabout to Clapham Road.

This will see one lane closed travelling southeast into Bedford past Sainsbury’s from 10am. This
lane will be reopened by the middle of December, at the latest.

This is part of wider works to make improvements to these roundabouts and help ease
congestion as part of the A6 Northern Gateway. As part of the wider Transporting Bedford
project, road and junction improvements have been carried out across the town which will
improve congestion and road safety.

School Admissions

Bedford Borough Council’s online admissions system is now open to all parents and carers
whose children are due to transfer to secondary or upper school in September 2021.

Parents who live within the Borough who have a child in year 6 at primary school or year 8 at
a middle school will need to transfer their child to a secondary school or upper school in
September 2021. The transfer to Secondary 2021 round and the transfer to Upper 2021 round
is now no longer available12 September 2020 via the Council website, closing 31 October 2020.
For parents who have a child due to transfer to middle school in September 2021, the transfer
to middle school application form will go live from 26 September 2020 until 15 January 2021.

For children starting school in September 2021 (date of birth between 1 September 2016 — 31
August 2017), applications will open 26 September 2020 and will close 15 January 2021.

For further information go to www.bedford.gov.uk/onlineadmissions

COVID-19 update
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Bedford is borough currently at medium local COVID alert level (tier 1) however it is likely we
will go into a nationwide lockdown on Thursday.

If you would like the latest COVID snapshot (as of 28 Oct) please find it below:
https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Social%20Care%20Health%20and %2
0Community/Covid19/covid19-weekly-statistics-280ct.pdf

More information available at: https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-health-and-
community/public-health/coronavirus/

Track and Trace App

The government has released new legislation as part of its efforts to drive down the rate of
coronavirus infection and support the test and trace system.

On Friday 18th September it became law for hospitality venues to enforce the rule of 6 or face
a fine of up to £4,000 and to log contact details for customer, visitors and staff as part of NHS
Test and Trace.

From Thursday 24th September, this has been extended so that it will be a legal requirement
to display an official NHS QR code poster to help people check in to venues.

The NHS COVID-19 App also launched today across the country. It can downloaded via
https://covid19.nhs.uk/

New COVID-19 Marshals Operating In Bedford Borough

In October we saw the first COVID-19 marshals take to the streets in Bedford town centre,
providing advice and information about how to stay safe and slow the spread of coronavirus
locally. However, it must be noted they do not have the power to make arrests or break up any
activity.

Funding has been provided by the Government to support and encourage the public and
businesses to follow coronavirus measures to keep themselves and our communities safe.
The marshals will be working with the public, shops, businesses and partners to provide advice
and information about the situation locally and action to take to tackle the virus.

Call for sites

If you need more information regarding call for sites please contact the Conservative
Researcher, Stephen Vallance: Stephen.vallance@bedford.gov.uk

Clir Tom Wootton: 07771575227 / tom.wootton@bedford.gov.uk
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Appendix 3 - Receipts and Payments

Payments and Receipts for approval ot the November 2020 meeting

[Date Payer Receipts description Maoney in
14,09/2020 Bedford Borough Council Precept second installment £7,480.00|
Date Payes Payment description Money out
05102020 Community Heartbeat Trust Annual Maintenance £135 (incl VAT)|As agreed in the 2020/2021 budget
05,/ 1042020 Morgan Pel Country Park cut E7ED [incl WAT)| As agreed in the 2020/2021 budget
05,/ 10/2020 'WT Saunders Playing field cut 4 £73.92 [Incl WAT)|As apreed at the May 2020 Parish Council meeting
05/10/2020 Anne Pape September salary & working from home £451.23
alowance. [New NALC pay scales have been
applied backdated to 15t April 2020
07/10/2020 1 &1 Internet Ltd Monthly charge for email £2.401
02,/11/2020 Anne Pape October salary & working from home £195.17|
slowance
02,/11/2020 Joanne Lee October salary & working from home £302 0B |
|alowance
Payments for agrezment
Diate Payes |Payment description Cost
05/11/2020 Eopmpan Baolt cap junior swings EZ4.00 £ VAT
05,/11/2020 Colmwaorth Village Hall 'Ward funding for fees for land purchase £1,500.00
05,11,2020 Reonseal (£35.95) Frest protection material
Martin Phillips (£12.08] E45.03
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Appendix 4 — Bank reconciliation
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